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Have you visited our website lately? You can
find all the issues of the Lamplighter here as
well as other information. Check it out at
www.findlayfcc.org



The Gospel of Luke tells of the night that the
shepherds’ tedious routine was interrupted by an
angelic announcement. There they were doing
their hard, often boring, difficult work not expect
ing anything new or different or exciting. Sud-
denly everything changed as they heard the won-
derful news of God's gift to the world in a new-
born child. In response, they hurried to Bethlehem
to discover for themselves what God had done.

Sometimes the mission and ministry of our local

congregations seems like the work of the shep-
herds-hard, boring, exhausting...and even some-
times hopeless. How exciting when God is re-

vealed to us in new ways that take our breath away
and the work we do for God suddenly has new
hope and new vision.

Across the Regions of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) there are exciting stories of
new congregations being established, existing con-
gregations being renewed and transformed, and
leaders equipped for ministry. Great things are
taking place as we join God in God’s mission for
the sake of the world. In this holy season let us
reach out to those broken lives that feel no jat. L
us be a beacon of light that will lead them to
God’s gift of new life.

With your Christmas Offering, you support
your Region’s ministry to enlist Disciples as
members of a movement for wholeness in a
fragmented world.

The search committee has had phone interviews
with a couple candidates and listened to one candi-
date's sermons Tues. evening. We plan to meet
with him later this month. We appreciate your
prayers and are excited about where God might be
leading us.

If you have concerns you would like the Taize

Prayer Group to pray for, please write them on a
slip of paper and place them in either of the lsoxe

marked "Prayer Concerns.” One box is on the ta-
ble across from the office and one box is on the
table in the parlor.

Are you proficient in Microsoft PowerPoint? Do

you have a calling to work in the church, but not a
lot of time to spend in meetings? Are you enjoy-
ing the projections during the worship service?

Carrie is looking for a volunteer to help with the
PowerPoint projections for the worship service. If
you are interested in helping and are "computer
literate", please talk to her about it! Thanks!

The candle(s) on the Advent Wreath will be lit
each Sunday during the Worship Service.

The Mitten and Hat Tree is up in the hallway
by the church office for donations and will be
until Sunday, December 13

Don’t forget to order your poinsettias. They
come in red, white and pink and cost $7>00
each. This is a great way to remember your
loved ones. The last day to order is next Sun-
day, December 13

The first board meeting for our New Board is
Monday, December 14th at 7:00 pm.

On December 20 at 9:00 the annual Christmas
Breakfast will be served in the Kelly Chapel.

A Candlelight Christmas Eve Service will be
held at 7:00 pm.
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For the Pastoral Search Committee as they
proceed in their efforts to locate a new pastor
for our church.
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For all our service men and women who are
defending our safety here and abroad
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30—John & Jane Snyder

Lyt Wells, Kathy Brinkman, Evelyn Wilson,
Sandy Frantz, Pansy Slaybaugh, Colleen Robin-
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For all of us as we discern where God is lead-
ing us as a congregation of the Disciples of
Christ Church.
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29 1st Sunday | 30 December 1 December 2 Dec. 3 Dec. 4 Dec. 5
of Advent 11:00 — 11:00 — 9:00 am—Taize
9:30 am- i i Prayer
Sunday Bible Study | Bible Study 1130 am_
CWF Christmas
10%?224_ 6:00 pm— Brunch & ‘
' : Worship Meeting \\
Worship Team 7:00 pm— 4
Choir
6 2nd Sunday | 7 8 9 10 11 12
of Advent 11:00 — 9:00 Taize
Bible Study 11:00 — Prayer Group
Bible Study
9:30 am-
Sunday 7:00 pm—
School Membership/ | 6:00 pm —
10:30 am— Fellowship Elders 7:00 pm—
Worship Meeting Meeting Chimes
13 3rd Sunday | 14 15 16 17 18 19
of Advent 11:00 — 11:00 — 9:00 am—
Bible Study | Bible Study | Taize Prayer
9:30 am- Group
Sunday 6:30 pm—
School 7:00 pm— Choir
10:30 am- Board 7:00 pm—
Worship Meeting Chimes
20 4th Sunday | 21 22 23 24 25
of Advent No Bible No Bible | 9:00 am—
9:00 am- Study Study Taize Prayer
Christmas Group 7:00 pm—
Breakfast Christmas
10:30 am- Eve
Worship NO CHOIR Service
2:30 pm - Fox OR CHIMES
Run | Pastor Bob | on Vacation | PRACTICE
27 28 29 30 January | January 2 | January 3
9:30 am- 1, 2010
Sunday No Bible No Bible
_ School Study Study NO CHOIR
10-32/\‘/5‘2;hi OR CHIMES
P PRACTICE
Pastor Bob | on vacation 4 b




Minister: Rev. Robert Bowen

Children’s Sermon: Patty Koehler

Organist: Anna Stembler-Smith

Music Minister: Carrie Norris

Greeters Nancy Peters, Carole Cleary,

John Snyder, Martha Stoner

Nursery: Angie & Jessie

Elders: Barb England & Kathy Brinkman

Deacons Barb Brown, Patty Koehler, Deb Kirk

Coffee Hour:Team #3: Linda Pitkin

Counter: Bill Peters & Robin Kretzinger

Flowers: In Memory of Harriet Rammel’s Birthday
from Charlotte Ballard

Minister: Rev. Robert Bowen

Children’s Sermon: Robin Kretzinger

Organist: Anna Stembler-Smith

Music Minister: Carrie Noris

Greeters Bill Peters, Dale' Yoder, Kathy Schaffer,

Ann Kretzinger

Nursery: Dale and Takara

Elders: Carole Cleary & Linda Pitkin

Deacons Sarah Feller, Nancy Peters, Bill Peters

Coffee Hour: Team #4: Bill & Nancy Peters, Karol
Smith

Counter: Bill Peters & Andy Koehler

Minister: Rev. Robert Bowen

Children’s Sermon: Zach Stahl (Penny Sunday)

Organist: Anna Stembler-Smith

Music Minister: Carrie Norris

Greeters: Carole Cleary, Karol Smith,

John Snyder, Martha Stoner

Nursery: Sarah C. & Mary F.

Elders: Barb England & Tom Thompson

Deacons:Karol Smith, Angie Wagner, Heather
Kretzinger

Coffee Hour. Team #5: Barb & Melissa Brown,

Patty Koehler
Counter: Bill Peters & Karol Smith

Minister: Rev. Robert Bowe
Minister for Today: Rev. Ken Varney
Children’s Sermon: Heather Kretzinger
Organist: Anna Stembler-Smith
Music Minister: Carrie Norris
Greeters: Nancy Peters, David England,
Karol Smitarb England
Nursery: Linda & Zach
Elders: Terry Fancher & Kathy Brinkman
Deacons:Dale Yoder, Mary Fancher, Heather
Kretzinger
Coffee Hour. Team #6: Anglea Wagner, Deb Kirk
Barb Englan

Counter: Bill Peters & Terry Fancher

The Christmas Story
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Looking Down v
Where He...? iy

There they were. Mary and Joseph
in one of the most striking poses I'd seen. Josephhis

calloused hands folded gently across one knee while

Mary's lay softly across her breast. Both were rygazi
with the love of new parents down into the hay. But
something was wrong with the rest of the picturebm-
fess it took me a couple of glances to figure it ou

In order to get a point across someone had ardatige
figurines of the Nativity set as if Mary and Josepére
looking at baby Jesus in the manger, but instead of
manger at their feet there were things that areeadm
our day. Tools for dad, a doll for daughter , aesilplat-
ter for mom, and a toy truck for son. A rubber dacki
a Teddy bear had been thrown in for good measurd. A
scattered all around were brightly colored ribbansi
the paper in which everything had been wrapped.

The photographer had done a gqod! The scene re-
minded me that all to often we try to celebrateigthr
mas without giving much thought to Christ. Insteid,

we aren't careful, we transfer our desires to tagenal
gifts we're hoping to receive. To be honest, thestll a
lot of kid in me. | like unwrapping presents and watch-
ing others do the same. | enjoy surprises and ¢adge
and an occasional new shirt, too. But oh, how I ibou
not like to forget what Christmas day is all aboutt'te
choose now taot permitour December schedules to
keep us from enjoying special opportunities thaheat
this time of year which can help us grow in ourdder
God's gift to all the worldthe Christ of Christmas!
-Gerald Sigler
Former pastor of Saipan Community Church




