For years, Christopher Columbus, a navigator from
Genoa, Italy, met with scornful refusals in hisoef$ to
get the men, money and ships needed to test hef bel
that it was possible to reach Asia by sailing duestw
from Europe. Finally, he persuaded the King anéépu

of Spain, Ferdinand and Isabella, to finance thmedi
tion.

His little fleet set sail from Palos, Spain, in Aist) of
1492. Day after day the tiny vessels beat theiy wa
westward through the sea with no sight of land.e Th
crew began to grumble and Columbus himself realized
that his estimate of distance must certainly bengro
Yet, the valiant navigator stuck to his course.

Finally, on October 12, 1942, an island was sighted
which Columbus called San Salvador. After visiting

several other islands, Columbus returned to Spain,
bringing word that he had found the long-soughttwes

ward route from Europe to Asia. Within the nexteio

years, Columbus made three more voyages across the

Atlantic, always seeking the mainland of Asia. dié
find more islands and part of the northeast codst o
South America. But the great Admiral of the Ocean
Sea, as he came to be called, never realized ¢hhadh
discovered an entirely new part of the world - the
Americas.

Columbus died in 1506, depressed and largely ighore
but still believing that the lands that he had twmd
were the outlying portions of the continent of Aside
never did realize what he had discovered — two new
continents.

The question is: What are we, who are living arodka
ing in America at the beginning of the third miliem,
discovering here? What are we looking for? What a
our values and priorities? What is important afhins
not important to us, as Americans?
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If you visit our nation’s capitol in Washington, @, |

am told that the highest point in the city is the
“Freedom” statue which stands high atop the Capitol
Building, because nothing is permitted to stanchéig
than freedom. And it is interesting to note thahek-
ica’s freedom was under attack when Franklin Delano
Roosevelt lifted up the ideals of freedom of speech
freedom of worship, freedom from want, and freedom
from fear, not only for America and Americans, bt

the world, forall of humankind around the globe.

America has usually been at her best when her cempa
sion and her concern for peace with justice have
stretched around the world. Our greatest values and
highest achievements have not been economic success
or military conquest. They are not even scient#ut:
vancements or technological developments, in tte fi
instance. Our greatest values and highest achmwvism
are the achievements of the heart: compassion end r
spect forall of humankind around the globe, and a con-
cern for peace with justice.

One of the most popular and beloved verses in ihe B
ble, John 3:16, has it right: “For God so loved the
world” - all of it, without exception. And as Jesu
added in Luke 10:37: “Go and do likewise.”

Happy Fourth,

Bob will be on vacation July 6-20. Rev. LaTaunya
Bynum will be preaching on Sunday, July 12th; and
Rev. Paul Biery will fill the pulpit on Sunday, Jul
19th.

There will beno Bible Study classes during the
month of July.



The Building Committee continues to gather infor-
mation so we, as a congregation, can make an in-
formed decision of how to proceed with the use of
our building.

On June 14, 2009 the committee reviewed the rec-
ommendations from the Church Extension Report,
which were to: a) Apply for Church Extension’s
New Beginnings Assessment Service; b) Evalu-
ate the budget; and ¢) To continue to dream of the
future without being limited to the current faglit

To allow our mission statement to guide our
imaginations as we consider the future.

The committee also presented some no-to-low cost
ideas that were recommended by Midwest Church
Consultants; namely to make the facility, as we are
currently using it, more esthetically pleasing and

more functional. While the general consensus of
those in attendance was to proceed with the rec-
ommendations, a few others voiced concerns

The congregation asked specifically about the use
of the basement. With the basement currently on
‘hold’” according to the terms of our Sabbaticag th
committee was not prepared to discuss the use of
the basement. The committee agreed to go ahead
as planned and request a quote from Midwest to
provide an estimate to ‘child proof or make itesaf

to be around, without any major modifications or
upgrades. .

On June 15, 2009 Midwest Consulting came back
to give us a quote on making the basement safe.
During that tour, it was mentioned that the ceiling
material in the basement restrooms and the tile in
the women’s old work room were likely asbestos.
Midwest was advised not to spend time on a quote
until the material was sampled. A sample was
sent to a lab, and the results were negative (None
detected).

The committee met again on June 20, 2009, to re-
view the concerns from a few members about the
changes proposed at the congregational update. It

was agreed to move Lisa’s Toddler class out of the

choir room and into the nursery (which has been

done), and discuss the remaining changes at the
next meeting.

Our next meeting is July™after the potluck lunch
following worship. The focus will be on the
placement of the Sunday School classes and the
teachers are encouraged to attend. The largest re-
maining recommendation is to revamp Kelly
Chapel into an interim Fellowship Hall to better
serve our community and congregation.

A committee to plan First Christian Church's part
in the Historical Church Tour met on Monday,
June 22. Those on the committee at this time are
Jane Snyder, Martha Stoner, Barb England, Deb
Kirk. Bob Bowen, and Linda Pitkin--but we would
welcome anyone else wanting to help with this fun
and worthwhile event. The tour, which will take
place on Sunday, October. 11 from 1 p.m.- 5
p.m., is a fundraiser for the Hancock Christian
Clearing House. Other churches participating on
the tour are: College First, First Presbyterian,
Trinity Episcopal, St. Andrews, St. Michaels
(downtown), and First Lutheran. At our next
meeting we will be discussing how and where
people will be guided through the building, orga-
nizing historical information to be presented and
how we might do a pictorial "scavenger hunt"--
among other things. If you want to learn about the
wonderful history of FCC and have a great time of
fellowship, please let a member of the committee
know, bring any ideas you might have, and come
to the next meeting (to be announced soon!!).
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Minister: Rev. Robert Bowen
Children’s Sermon: Patty Koehler
Organist: Anna Stembler-Smith
Music Minister: Carrie Norris

Minister: Rev. Robert Bowen

Visiting Minister: Rev. LaTaunya Bynum
Children’s Sermon: Patty Koehler
Organist: Anna Stembler-Smith

Greeters Nancy Peters, Carole Cleary, John Snyd&fusic Minister: Carrie Norris

Martha Stoner

Nursery: Jenny Williamson & Jessie Stahl
Elders: Carole Cleary & Lloyd Smith

Deacons Barb Brown, Patty Koehler, Deb Kirk
No Coffee Hour—Potluck Dinner instead!
Counter: Andy Koehler & Robin Kretzinger

Flowers: In Memory of Phyllis from Mel Aldrich for

Wedding Anniversary

Minister: Rev. Robert Bowen

Visiting Minister: Rev. Paul Biery

Children’s Sermon: Zach Stahl (Penny Sunday)
Organist: Anna Stembler-Smith

Music Minister: Carrie Norris

Special Music: Jane Snyder

Greeters: Carole Cleary, Karol Smith,

John Snyder, Martha Stoner

Nursery: Dale Yoder & Takara Nicholson
Elders: Robin Kretzinger & Tiffany Brunson
Deacons:Karol Smith, Angie Wagner, Heather
Kretzinger

Greeters Bill Peters, Dale Yoder, Kathy Schaffer,

Ann Kretzinger

Nursery: Linda Pitkin & Zach Stahl

Elders: Angie Wagner & Jessie Beltz

Deacons Sarah Feller, Nancy Peters, Bill Peters

Coffee Hour: Team #3: Tiffany Brunson & Linda
Pitkin

Counter: Andy Koehler & Karol Smith

Minister: Rev. Robert Bowen
Children’s Sermon:
Organist: Anna Stembler-Smith
Music Minister: Carrie Norris
Greeters: Nancy Peters, David England,

Karol Smitarb England
Nursery: Sarah Clevidence & Mary Fancher
Elders: Barb England & Tom Thompson
Deacons:Dale Yoder, Mary Fancher, Heather

Kretzinger
Coffee Hour. Team #5: Barb & Melissa Brown,
Patty Koehler

Coffee Hour: Team #4: Bill & Nancy Peters, Karol Counter: Andy Koehler & Terry Fancher

Smith
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The Constitution committee has made signifi-
cant progress, and will be presenting the pro-
posed constitution at the congregational meet-
ing on July 5. Feedback will be solicited
through the end of July. The current schedule
calls for a vote on August 9. If adopted, the
constitution will become effective immediately
with a nominating committee to be formed and
nominations for offices acquired. The goal will
be to have a new board and leadership in
place by early September.

Tuesday evening, June 20, The Pastoral
Search Committee met with Rev. LaTaunya
Bynam at 7:00 pm. Rev. Bynam brought sev-
eral profiles of potential candidates. We are in
the process of evaluating these profiles to see
who best fits the needs of our Church. Please
keep our team in prayers as we discern this
important responsibility. Our next meeting is
July 10th at 6:00 pm.

The CFW will hold a workday meeting on
Monday, July 27th at 10:00 am. The workday
is being held to rebuild the supply of Prayer
Squares and Pillows so they will be available
for those who want to give or send them to
someone they are praying for.

The CFW will be sponsoring a lunch and ice
cream social after Worship on August 2nd.
Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy a
time of friendship, fun and food!

A Lock-in will be held for all youth who are in
6th grade or above on August 8th, 2009.
Friends are welcome to come also. Mark your
Calendar and watch the bulletin and next
month’s Lamplighter for more details.

Sunday, August 9th will be Youth Sunday.
The youth will do all the parts of the service
that day (I think they are letting Pastor Bob
keep his part though!) Please come and join
our youth as they share this special day with
us.

FIRST CHRISTIAN YOUTHS
TO ATTEND
CAMP CHRISTIAN

Zach Stahl and Takara Nicholson are going to
Camp Christian from July 19th-25th. Anyone
wishing to send them mail may do so by send-
ing it to Camp Christian, Zach Stahl or (one or
the other, not both on same letter) Takara
Nicholson, Magnetic Springs, OH 43036
Packages are slow so they must be sent early
in the week. Food and Candy are discour-
aged. Faxes are accepted by NO E-MAIL.




Church Marketing 101

A Glance at Perception
Heather Kretzinger
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This Sunday, July 5™ will be an outside service
in the grassy area at the side of the Church fol-
lowed by a short Congregational Update Meet-
ing and then a Potluck Lunch. The meeting will
be to present the proposed Constitution and By-
laws. For the Potluck lunch, please bring a dish
to share. Table service will be provided. The
Building Committee will meet with all Sunday
School teachers after the potluck.

During the summer months, “special gifts” are
needed for the worship services. They can be
special music, drama, or a special poem, scrip-
ture, or story. Anyone interested can sign up on
the bulletin board outside the office. See Carrie
if you have any questions.

If anyone would like to have an announcement
as part of the slide show during the worship ser-
vice, please e-mail Carrie Norris at spiritoso-
prano@hotmail.com, or call Diana at the Office
(419-422-5615). It will then both be in the bulle-
tin and in the slide show.

Mark your calendars for July 18th. Madagascar
will be playing for the kids at 4:00 pm! Adults
can come see Yankee Doodle Dandy which will
also be playing at this time. Snacks will be
available but you are also welcome to bring one
to share.
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